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Standard detailing ... or custom designing 


Actual experience 
with custom metal curtain 
wall was the basis for 
MICHAELS’ new “Curtain 


Wall Index”. Here, in one 


convenient reference, are 
scaled details for nine standard alumi- 
num and stainless steel systems with 
variable components, standard 
and vertically pivoted windows. 


job 


door 


In the field of custom design, 
MICHAELS has been giving architects 
detailed engineering assistance for 
years. In fact, to date, MICHAELS has 
designed and fabricated over a million 
sq. ft. of metal curtain wall. 
Perhaps this vast experi- 
ence can be of help to you 
on your next project. Write 
for your Index today. 


THE MICHAELS ART BRONZE CO., P. O. BOX 668, COVINGTON, KY. 


This acoustical ceiling-roof features the precast concrete TEE-BLOK JOIST System with attractive lightweight flush filler block. 


SAFE, ECONOMICAL... 


TEE-BLOK FLOOR AND ROOF SYSTEM 


HIS popular and superior system of constructing floors 

and roofs utilizes Precast Concrete TEE-BLOK Joist 
with lightweight flush or recessed Filler Block . . . all 
covered with a concrete slab and steel-reinforced. It's 
light and strong . . . cuts deadweight load without cutting 
strength. Saves materials, manpower and money, too 
We'll gladly furnish specifications and loading tables for 
TEE-BLOK JOIST and acquaint you with all features and 
advantages of this famous system for your next building. 


»"2200 N. Montcalm St. 


NO FORMING REQUIRED... RIGID...FIRESAFE 


ATTRACTIVE ... ACOUSTICAL. 


.MAINTENANCE-FREE 


Phone ME 2-1432 Indianapolis 


OVERLY FIGHTS FIRE WITH FIRE 


One of the continuing contradictions until re- 
cently in fire-safety and life-safety standards for 
interior and exterior fire exits was the fact that the 
inactive leaf in a pair of doors could not be U/L 
labeled. Manually operated top and bottom bolts on 
the inactive leaf could not be opened under panic 
conditions, and although the doors might have 
passed fire-safety requirements of U/L they could 
not meet U /L's casualty and accident requirements. 

The result was a general compromise forced upon 
the architectural and building industry, where fire- 
safety and life-safety might be specified, but could 
not actually be provided with existing fire doors and 
fire exit hardware. 

These contradictions ended recently when the new 
Overly Fire Barrier With Exit Hardware was success- 
fully tested at Underwriters' Laboratories for fire- 
safety and life-safety. New panic-bar actuated top 
and bottom bolts added to already-tested fire doors 
now provide architects with a U/L approved Overly 
Fire Barrier that is both panic-proof and fire-proof. 


* * * 


Are You Aware of the fact that over 40% of the 
hollow metal door producers are located in the 
Northeastern seaboard area, which represents only 
25% of the American non-residential building 
market? Only one manufacturer has made a serious 
attempt to service these major markets by establishing 
plants in the East, the Midwest and the West Coast. 


* * * 


Тһе Most Unusual Doors we've ever made 
were ordered recently by a southern church. Cus- 
tom-crafted in statuary bronze, the doors had to 
be hand-burnished and colored to the precise 
sheen required for the church interior. This job 
was handled by our oldest craftsmen, many of 
whom learned their trades in Europe, and the 
door order took months to finish because of the 
custom design and finish. 


Query 


Manufacturers of hollow metal products, stainless 
steel entrances, architectural metal work and church 
spires. 


"To The Point" is published by Overly Manufacturing 
Company for the express interest of the architectural and 
building professions. Your comments are welcome and will 
be discussed in this column. Write: H. W. Wehe, Jr., Execu- 
tive Vice President, Overly Manufacturing Company, Greens- 
burg, Pa. Other Overly plants at St. Louis, Mo., and Los 
Angeles, Calif. 


MONO-KOT 


applies direct to steel... 
fast, firm, fool-proof! 


NOW! 
One-step, spray-on 
fireproofing 


by ZONOLITE 


NN 


тх ам ҒЫ 


e Direct application saves slow, costly prepa- 
ration. Scaffolding and application time are 
slashed, other trades can follow up fast. 


e Applied right on steel, MONO-KOTE leaves 
maximum space for mechanical installations, 
saves up to 7-inches per story in height. 


e Hard, firm monolithic surface has high re- 
sistance to fissuring and cracking, withstands 
severe temperature and humidity changes. 


Complete data on new Zonolite Mono-Kote, 
including Underwriters' Laboratories fire test 
information, is yours for the asking. Phone 
your Zonolite Sales Office, or write Zonolite 
Company today. 


ZONOLITE company 


135 S. LaSalle Street, Chicago 3, Illinois 
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JOHN P. GUYER, AIA CARLSTADT * Aluminum Railing: 


New Castle 


EDWARD J. MALO, AIA | sturdy, attractive, easy to fabricate and install 

South Bend ^ : Я 4 
WAYNE M. WEBER, АТА | Standard tubing and pipe components from stock make up aluminum 
Тана Haute | railings for the most rugged applications, CARLSTADT* railing 
Directors-at-Large | components are designed for greatest strength to withstand hard usage, 


DONALD E. CLARK, AIA as in schools and public buildings. A wide variety of stock handrails, 


ны АЛА | posts and accessories allows the architect freedom of design, while 
à indianapolis. 3 j affording the economy of quantity production. 
EDWARD D. PIERRE, FAIA | 5 2 А 3 s " 
танны More than 8,000 items in stock. See Catalog No. 8 or Sweet's 
ROBERT J. SCHULTZ, AIA Architectural File No. 6e/BL. Phones: Carlstadt, М. Ja GEneva 8-4600; 
South Bend i Philadelphia, MArket 7-7596; New York, OXford 5-2236 
FRAN E. SCHROEDER, AIA 
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Тһе Indiana Architect is edited and pub- 
lished monthly іп Indianapolis by Don E.| В 
Gibson and Associates, 3637 North Meridian 
Street, Post Office Box 55594, Indianapolis 5, 
Indiana. 


* TRADEMARK 


i do all these wiring jobs and more 
"with just one BUCHANAN pres-SURE-tool 


Just one Buchanan C24 pres-SURE-tool installs 
Buchanan Splice Caps and Termend® lugs, Just two sizes 
of all-copper Splice Caps splice from 2 #18 thru 3 #8 or 
2 #6. Just one size all-copper Termend lug terminates from 
1 #16 thru 1 #8 (or any equivalent combination of 2 or 
more wires.) 

Fittings are self-positioning in tool and provide high 
strength, vibration-proof connections. 


Splicing 2 #18 thru 3 #8 
or 2 #6 


FULL INFORMATION ON THE TWO 


MOST-SPECIFIED* HARDWOOD FLOORS 


е 
perma(Sushion н 
Free-Floating Resilient 
Floor System 


lronbound : 


Continuous Strip& Hard 
Maple Floor 


*called for “Бу name" 
more than any other 
hardwood floors 


ci 


Terminating group of wires 
larger than #8 


С 


Reducer tap 


Splicing 2 #4 


AN Approved for splicing 2 218 thru 3 £8 or 2 26, 
QU and for terminating 1 216 thru 1 28. Snap-On 


Nylon Insulators approved for 600 volts on 
building wire, 1000 volts in fixtures — in appli- 
cations to 105°C, (221°F.) 


ELECTRICAL PRODUCTS CORPORATION iPatented and Trademarked 
a 
HILLSIDE, NEW JERSEY in U.S. and Canada. 


For More Information, Call: 
G. E. WEAVER CO., INC. 


WILLIAM E. JOBES 
7 TTA "iananolis — WA 4-256 
1610 М. Illinois St., In -janapolis WA 4 0 1047 Манака Avo. Pl. Ағым алай 
See Buchanan Products at the Electrica! Manufacturers Sti Band: 38; Indi 
Trade Show, Indianapolis, October 11-12-13. ou en , inelana 


For your copies 
Learn how to do write today to: 
these and many other 
wiring jobs, Write 
for pres-SURE-TIPS, 
Bulletin |A.9 


solarBAR SOLAR SCREEN reduces Н 
heat gain through glass by аз much аз 85% — plus design 
lowering air conditioning costs as much as versatility 
one-third — at the same time promoting 
appreciable construction economies for 


covering an entire facade of a multi-story with 
building. Nor is the value of this unique Р 
ARKETEX medium limited to non-residential 
or exterior applications. You can plan solar 
dramatic interiors with solarBAR... \ а ғ ® 
walls and space dividers inside homes and 
business establishments alike ... as well CERAMIC 
as screening for carports, patios, swimming SOLAR SCREEN 


pools, gardens, or any unsightly areas 
around a house or building. Wherever 
used, solarBAR adds decorative elegance 
at most modest costs! 


4 CLASSIC DESIGNS: Grecian * Roman * Cuban * American distributed by 
GLAZED TILE SALES, INC. 


EZ 
< (5а Te 
e d 332 N. Pennsylvania Street * Indianapolis 4, Ind. 


4 OLD FORT SUPPLY COMPANY 
4 NEW DIRECTION COLORS: 


Starlight White * Dusklight Tan 2013 South Anthony * Fort Wayne, Ind. 
Sunlight Yellow * Moonlight Aqua 


77377! мы жалады, торы lo PENES T ne нн VERS UE M 


College Housing Bill Passed 


One of the very few measures to be acted upon and 
passed in the post-convention session of Congress was a bill 
providing funds for college and university housing and urban 
renewal. The Indiana Society, acting through a small group 
of individual members, is proud to have taken the lead in 
securing the passage of this bill in the closing days of the 
session. 

At 3:30 p.m. on August 25th, the Indiana Society was 
informed that there was a possibility the Omnibus Bill on 
Housing would not be passed. The failure of this bill, or a 
similar one, would mean that at least a thousand architec- 
tural firms over the United States would have to put aside 
plans for proposed construction in university work. Speaker 
of the House Sam Rayburn stated: “We do not know about 
the Housing Bill; there is a probability that it will go over 
to January, but we will see how necessary it is before we 
decide.” 

Were this bill allowed to die in committee, a backlog of 
$306,000,000 worth of proposed construction by the Housing 
and Home Finance Agency would be affected. Accordingly, 
telegrams from the Indiana Society were sent to Senator 
Homer Capehart and Senator Vance Hartke of Indiana, 
Speaker Sam Rayburn, Representative William Bray and 
Representative Alfred Raines, and Vice-President Richard 
Nixon. The telegrams read: 

“We understand the Housing Loan Program, which has 
been one of the most satisfactory pieces of legislation ever 
passed by Congress, is having difficulty getting attention this 
session. It is most vital if we in the college housing business 
are to be able to take care of the students who are trying 
to enter college. The requests for space at the moment 
at universities in Indiana are requiring us to use temporary 
situations which are not satisfactory and not conducive to 
good education. Please help us. (Signed) The Indiana 
Society of Architects.” 

At 4:15 p.m. on August 25th, Congressman Bray was 
contacted; he indicated that he was very much in favor of 
the bill but said there wasn’t one chance in fifty that it 
would pass. It had passed one House, but was expected to 
die in the Rules Committee of the second House. 

Congressman Bray’s office is next to that of Congressman 
Raines and he made an effort that same evening to con- 
tact Mr. Raines to explain the importance of the bill to 
architects across the nation and to the college housing pro- 
gram in providing necessary space for the student load in 
the next five years. 

House minority leader Charles Halleck of Indiana was 
contacted by a close personal friend and architect. Mr. 


Halleck indicated the Omnibus Housing Bill was a dead 
issue, and that efforts should be made for new legislation to 
cover funds for college housing. 

On Friday, August 26th, the Housing and Home Finance 
Agency in Washington was contacted at 9:30 a.m. They 
agreed to prepare a proposed bill which would, in essence, 
lift out of the Omnibus Housing Bill those sections on Col- 
lege Housing and Urban Redevelopment, and if sufficient 
interest were shown, to try to get it in the hands of Speaker 
Rayburn and Congressman Halleck on "Tuesday, August 
30th. The HHFA felt that if the President, Mr. Halleck and 
Mr. Rayburn were all in agreement, the bill could be passed 
in the last few days of the session. 

At 9:45 a.m., Philip Will, FAIA, president of the Ameri- 
can Institute of Architects, was contacted at his summer 
residence in Northern Michigan. Mr. Will immediately flew 
to a larger community where trunk lines could be provided 
to Washington and other key cities, so that he could try to 
protect the interests of many architectural firms involved. 

At 10:00 a.m., Mr. Edmund R. Purves, FAIA, Executive 
Director of The Institute, was brought into the picture. Mr. 
Purves agreed to have a conference with Congressman 
Halleck to discuss alternate methods of securing funds for 
these badly-needed projects. Mr. Purves already was aware 
of the problem, and brought the entire national building 
industry into the picture, thereby considerably increasing 
the demand for passage. 

At 10:45 a.m., a new telegram was sent to the same 
important people as before, changing from the Omnibus 
Housing Bill to a request for a new bill to cover only 
College and University Housing and Urban Redevelopment 
projects. 

At 11:00 a.m., William H. Harrison, FAIA, of Los 
Angeles, was contacted; Mr. Harrison is a close friend of 
many years standing of Vice-President Nixon and his 
family. At that time, Mr. Harrison was attending a meeting 
on schoolhouse construction at Sacramento, and he took the 
liberty of pulling the California group into the fight. The 
concentrated pressure from the State of California must 
have added greatly to the volume of pressure to get this 
bill presented. 

At 12:00 noon, the Housing and Home Finance Agency 
again was contacted, and former Congressman Charles 
Brownson of Indianapolis, who is now HHFA assistant direc- 
tor, reported that Speaker Rayburn, Senator Lyndon John- 
son, and Congressman Halleck were aware of the problem. 


(Continued on Following Page) 


College Housing Bill 


(Continued from Preceding Page) 


Mr. Rayburn would not support the existing Omnibus Hous- 
ing Bill, since the liberal group had tied a billion dollar 
federal housing tail on the bill, housing which in Representa- 
tive Rayburn's mind was not necessary. Mr. Halleck and his 
group, Senator Capehart and the Republicans in the Senate, 
Mr. Johnson and Mr. Rayburn were in agreement that the 
president Omnibus Bill should not be brought out of com- 
mittee. 

It was also reported that Mr. Halleck and Mr. Rayburn 
spent Thursday evening with President Eisenhower, and all 
three ended in full accord on a bill which would include 
money for College Housing and Urban Redevelopment. If 
this bill could be presented on Tuesday, August 30th, they 
felt certain it would be passed immediately and that none 


Don Stackhouse Elected 


Don A. Stackhouse, president of Stackhouse Building 
Specialties, Inc., has been elected president of the Indianap- 
olis Home Show for 1960-61. He succeeds retiring president 
Howard L. White, AIA, a member of the architectural firm 
of Edward D. James and Associates. 

Mr. Stackhouse represents the Indiana Chapter of Pro- 
ducers' Council on the Home Show Board, and is well-known 
throughout the State for his work in the construction in- 
dustry. A past president of the Producers' Council, he also 
is serving his second year as president of the Construction 
League of Indianapolis. Other affiliations include the In- 
dianapolis Building Contractors' Association, Inc., the In- 


Second Vice- 


President 


DON STACKHOUSE, 


DON CLARK, AIA, 


of the liberal group would have an opportunity to amend or 
block it. 

At 11:00 a.m., on Tuesday, a telegram from the HHFA 
was received, stating that the new bill had been written and 
placed in the hands of both the Senate and the House of 
Representatives. At that time, it had not been presented in 
either House. 

No further word was received on the status of the bill 
until telegrams were received stating that it had passed 
both the Senate and the House and would be sent to the 
President for signature. The first wire was received at 
5:17 p.m. on Wednesday, August 31st. 

This concluded the Indiana Society's efforts in helping 
the nationwide effort to secure needed federal funds for 
college and university housing. The Society, the profession 
and the nation is indebted to those Indiana architects, who 
have chosen to remain anonymous, for their effective per- 
sonal interest and action in securing a badly-needed piece 
of legislation in a session of Congress which produced very 
little legislation. 


Home Show President 


dianapolis and the Indiana Chambers of Commerce, the 
Indianapolis Athletic Club, BPOE Elks Lodge of Indianapolis, 
and the Zionsville Christian Church. He is married and 
has two children. 

Other officers elected at (һе Home Show's annual meet- 
ing included Carl Е. Spickelmier, president of Spickelmier 
Industries, Inc., first vice-president; Donald E. Clark, АТА, 
with the architectural firm of MeGuire, Shook, Compton, 
Richey and Associates, second vice-president; William Pap- 
pas, builder, of Pappas Brothers Construction Co., secretary; 
and retiring president, Howard L. White, AIA, was elected 
treasurer for the new year. 


Home Show 


President 


А Civic Planning Competition 


On Community Improvement 


PURPOSE: 

To stimulate an ardent awareness of the need for Com- 
munity Improvement through the participation of Archi- 
tects, Designers, City Planners, Landscape Architects, Ar- 
chitectural Draftsmen, and Students in Architectural, Land- 
scape and City Planning Schools. It is believed that a com- 
petition of this type can and will encourage communities 
across the nation toward bettering their communities by 
way of the limitless possibilities resulting from such an 
endeavor. 

DATES: 

Programs on the competition will be available Septem- 
ber 15, 1960. Competition ends October 28, 1960. 
ELIGIBILITY: 

This competition is open to any Architect, City Planner, 
Landscape Architect, Designer, Architectural Draftsman 
or Draftsman employed in any of the above offices, stu- 
dents of Architecture, City Planning, or Landscape Archi- 
tecture in any school of collegiate rank who are bona-fide 
residents of Indiana, or students attending an Indiana Ar- 
chitectural School. 

Members of the Jury are ineligible. 


PRIZES: 
First Prize and Certificate _____- -... $50.00 
Second Prize and Certificate |... . $25.00 
Third Prize and Certificate  ................ $15.00 


Туо Honorable Mentions and 
GHPUDEHUBSIC ^03 ue se — web $ 5.00 each 
BASIS OF AWARDS: 
Awards will be made on the basis of: 
1. Excellence of design and skill in planning. 
2. Practicality and esthetic appearance. 
3. Presentation, neatness and clarity. 
PROGRAM: 

An expressway runs along a stretch of lakeshore and 
river which provides an excellent beach. The auto traffic 
moves at such high speeds and is so heavy that for a pedes- 
trian to attempt to cross this superhighway is to risk in- 
jury. It has been necessary, therefore, to plan an overhead 
pedestrian walkway connecting a ten foot wide walk on 
the beach side with another ten foot wide walk contained 
within a park paralleling the highway. 

The expressway is 90 feet wide from curb to curb over- 
all, and contained within this dimension is a ten foot wide 
island of grass and landscaping (which shall be indicated 
on the plan) separating the two lanes of traffic. A clear 
height of fourteen feet should be allowed over the roadbed. 
The overpass should be no more than twelve feet wide and 
should have a railing as well as means of being lighted at 
night. 


The materials used in the construction of this overpass is 
left entirely to the discretion of the competitor, and it is 
particularly desirable that the design express these mate- 
rials of construction, 

Тһе competitor should bear in mind that provisions 
should be made for wheeling baby buggies to the opposite 
side. 

DRAWINGS: 

Present each submission on one sheet of illustration 
board 20 inches by 30 inches, and laid out for horizontal 
hanging. A title shall not be made a part of the composi- 
tion, and drawings are to be presented in any medium the 
entrant may choose to best express his ideas. 
ANONYMITY: 

Drawings shall contain no identifying marks. To the 
back of each drawing shall be firmly attached a plain, 
opaque, sealed envelope containing the name and address 
of the competitor, which must coincide with the name and 
address on the application form. Envelopes will be opened 
by the professional advisor, in the presence of the Jury, only 
after all selections have been made. 

REQUIRED DRAWINGS: 

1. Plan of overpass with roadway, at 1/16" to the foot. 

2. Elevation at 1/16" to the foot. 

3. Section or Sections at 1/16" to the foot. 

4. A Perspective at as large a scale as possible. 


(Text Continues оп Page 11) 


OFFICIAL ENTRY FORM 
1960 CIVIC PLANNING COMPETITION 
ON COMMUNITY IMPROVEMENT 
(Please Print or Type) 


NONI ассум А SS -22. 
АЯ: Ала а. 
оз POTUM ace Zone State 


Permanent Address (if different from Mailing Address 


Status (Architect, City Planner, Landscape Architect, 
eio): =- ЕЕ аса а 2 
IHE OBISOBUDI ен ОИ Py ОА Er E ane 
Present Position 
Location 
Marital Status _____- 
Name of Spouse |... -2 
Е IL UNUM SER 
MAIL TO: 
The Indiana Society of Architects, AIA 
3637 North Meridian Street 
Indianapolis 8, Indiana 
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e Probably the largest vinyl wall covering job 
in 1960--оуег half-million square feet—was 
awarded to Modern-Cote. Modern-Cote vinyl 
wall covering is being applied on every wall, 
corridor, and movable partition in the new 
Indiana State Office Building. Modern-Cote 
also adds permanent beauty to the new Indiana 
Employment Security Building. 


beautiful 
maintenance-free 
Modern-Cote 
vinyl wall covering 
chosen for Indiana 


State Office Building 


Modern-Cote needs only an occasional wash- 
ing to stay bright and new-looking for a life- 
time. Initial cost is the only cost. That’s why it 
is ideal everywhere heavy traffic takes a toll in 
maintenance. Easy to apply, Modern-Cote goes 
on walls (or ceilings, posts and columns) easily 
and quickly. Choose from a wide variety of 
vinyl color/patterns or genuine wood veneers. 


NEW CASTLE PRODUCTS, INC. . NEW CASTLE, INDIANA 


Modern-Cote is manufactured by the same company as 


industry-leading Modernfold partitions. 


modernfold 


DOORS 


Civic Planning Competition 


(Concluded from Page 9) 


DELIVERY OF SUBMISSIONS: 

Send submissions pre-paid and securely wrapped, pro- 
tected against damage in transit, addressed to: The In- 
diana Society of Architects, 3637 North Meridian Street, 
Indianapolis 8, Indiana. Entries must be postmarked not 
later than Midnight, Friday, October 29, 1960, to be eligi- 
ble. Post Office or date stamp, or Express Company dated 
receipt indicating delivery of the drawings to the Post 
Office or Express Office on or before the above date will 
be accepted as evidence of compliance with this provision. 
No drawings received after the Jury has commenced its 
deliberation will be considered. Note: Most postoffices will 
not ассері a package exceeding 72" in length and girth 
combined. 


JUDGING AND JURY: 

The Jury will consist of one member chosen from each 
of the five following standing committees of the Indiana 
Society of Architects: Civic Planning, Honor Awards and 
Exhibits, Education and Registration, Preservation of His- 
toric Buildings, and Public Relations and Publicity. 

This Jury will meet approximately one week following 
the contest closing date to determine the successful en- 
tries. The Jury will select its own chairman. 

The decision of the majority of the members of the 
Jury will be final and binding in respect to any matter in- 
volved in the judgement of the competition. 

Drawings will be judged at the next general meeting of 
the Indiana Society of Architects (on November 11th and 


12th in South Bend). All competitors are cordially invited 
to attend this meeting. 
PRESENTATION OF AWARDS: 

Names of the successful competitors will be announced 
immediately after the judging of the submissions has been 
concluded, and those not present will be notified by mail. 
SPONSORSHIP: 

This competition is sponsored by the Indiana Society of 
Architects, a chapter of The American Institute of Archi- 
tects. 

A. I. A. APPROVAL: 

This competition has been approved by the Committee 
on Architectural Competitions of The American Institute of 
Architects. Institute members are therefore permitted to 
participate. 

USE OF SUBMISSIONS AND OWNERSHIP 
OF DRAWINGS: 

The Indiana Society of Architects reserves the right to 
publicize, display, or authorize the reproduction of any and 
all designs submitted in this competition, giving full credit 
to the designer in each instance. The original drawings will 
be returned C. O. D. to those submitting them, at the ex- 
pense and request of the participant, after the sponsors have 
utilized them for the above purposes. 
CORRESPONDENCE: 

As this is an open competition, no information other than 
that presented in the program will be furnished. Communi- 
cations or inquiries cannot be answered. 

LEGAL CONSIDERATIONS: 

This competition is subject to all laws of the United 
States and of all various states and of Canada, and of prov- 
inces and territories of the United States and Canada. 


A Study In SEL ELE, 


Sanctuary seating in the new University Unitarian 
Church of Seattle, Washington, resembles a study in 
composition, with sunlight providing natural, but regi- 
mented, highlights and shadows on the concave plastic 
surfaces of the Eames Multiple Seating units by Her- 
man Miller. 

Representing a new departure in multiple seating 


facilities, the system utilizes the familiar plastic side 
or arm shells on cast spider connections. The result is 
a pleasing combination of efficient comfortable seating 
and serene dignity. 


Herman Miller is represented in Indianapolis by 
Business Furniture Company. 
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| familiar face 
on the 


SCENE... 


The face of Virginia Engi- 
neering is a familiar one on 
the scene of America's dynamic 
building program. The volume of 
successfully completed Industrial, Com- 
mercial, and Public Building Con- 
struction has provided us with a 
profile of dependability — one 
that we keep turned toward 

the future. 


Turn to Virginia Engineering 

Company when a builder can 

help your progress, and you will 

find that our organization has justly 

earned its reputation for exceptional 

service among Architects, Engineers, 
and Owners. 


a dependable name т construction 6 nationally 6 Since 1915 


VIRGINIA ENGINEERING СО., ·: 


general contractors e newport news, virginia 


"RIGHT ON SCHEDULE" 


Indiana State Office Building 


For more than thirty years, a new office building, con- 
taining all divisions and departments of government, has 
been a goal of the State of Indiana. Every governor in re- 
cent years has stressed the need for these facilities, and 
virtually every Legislature has considered it. 

But it was not until 1953 that the Legislature passed the 
enabling act which would actually permit construction of a 
new State Office Building. The State Office Building Com- 
mission was established and authorized to spend up to 
$50,000.00 on preliminary work in planning the new facilities. 

Before the end of this year, the new Indiana State Office 
Building will be occupied by the many and various com- 
missions, agencies, bureaus, and so on which make up 
State government in Indiana. A need which existed for 
three decades finally is being satisfied. 

Located directly west of the Indiana State House, the 
Office Building is being built with the main structure of 
thirteen floors and basement on a east-west axis, with a 
wing to the north having a basement and three floors. A 
lobby approximately 125 feet by 60 feet extends to the 
south from the main structure. 

A pink granite plaza with reflecting pool lays to the 
east of the lobby, stretching towards the State House. An 
interesting landscape treatment has been given this area, 
and to the south of the granite plaza, a formal planting of 
trees gives an orchard-like effect which carries over to the 
recently dedicated Employment Security Building. 

The thirteen stories of the main structure, as well as 
the three stories on the north wing, were planned for de- 
partmental use according to the heaviest public use, with 
departments having the heaviest traffic located on the 
lower floors. 

Basement areas are used most for service areas, includ- 
ing central data processing, central business machines area, 
central stationery and supplies storage, central mail room, 
maintenance area and cafeteria. 


In September, 1957, the architectural contract for the 
State Office Building was awarded to Raymond S. Kasten- 
dieck, FAIA, of Gary, and Graham, Anderson, Probst & 
White of Chicago. One year later, the $30,000,000.00 bond 
issue was signed, and shortly thereafter, the general con- 
struction contract was awarded to Virginia Engineering 
Company of Newport News, Virginia, one of the largest 
general contractors in the country. 


The 816,000 square foot building has been planned to 
allow orderly expansion of the various departments, and 
all materials used were selected for low maintenance costs. 

The exterior of the building is principally Indiana lime- 
stone, with 2,000 windows of heat-resistant glass framed 
in fixed stainless steel sash. On the first floor, glazed brick 
and stainless steel are featured, with a pink granite floor and 
Travertine marble columns and walls in the lobby area. The 
ceiling of this area is plaster, except for a blue ceramic 
mossaic tile lowered ceiling on the west side of the lobby. 

Tunnels and basement area are planned with walls of 
structural glazed tile. Three tunnels originate from the base- 
ment, going to the basement of the State House, the State 
Library, and the largest parking lot (located north of Ohio 
Street). 

The cafeteria in the basement seats 920 persons at one 
time, and by using staggered lunch hours for employees, it 
is estimated that at least 3,200 people will eat in this cafe- 
teria daily. 

All interior walls in the office areas are covered with a 
vinyl wall fabric, floors are vinyl asbestos tile, and the 
ceilings are formed with metal. acoustical pans. Restroom 
areas have ceramic tile floors and walls. 

Over 25,000 light troffers recessed in the ceilings provide 
a minimum 90-foot candle light rating in all areas. Heating 
and air conditioning outlets are contained in the troffers, 
also. 

Mechanical equipment for the building is contained in 
a penthouse atop the thirteen story structure. This pent- 
house holds the air-conditioning equipment, cooling tower, 
ventilating fans and blowers. Double air filtration utilizes 
both mechanical and electrostatic filters. Incidentally, the 
exterior of this penthouse on the north side contains the 
longest metal louvre ever installed in any building in the 
world. 

Surrounding the penthouse is the equipment for the 
track-mounted window-washing scaffold. 

The building, which rapidly is near completion, will be 
occupied starting November 15th of this year, although it 
will take several months for the entire move to be com- 
pleted. General construction will have been completed by 
December—holding to the 550 day construction schedule. 


(Pictures Pages 14 to 19) 
(Text Continues on Page 20) 
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Stone Fabricators 
юг the 


State Office Building 


For the Stone Fabricator, an 
interesting problem апа chal- 
lenge, requiring a rush job 
through winter operations, under 
а penalty clause, with all special 
sizes and a rigid delivery se- 
quence. Result — 155 working 


days to completion. 


Plant No. 1 


Fairland Indiana, Phones: 
Indianapolis, Me 2-4670 
and Fairland, Te 5-2544 


Plant No. 2 


Bloomington, Indiana, 
Phone Ed 2-6692 


( Continued) 


STATE OFFICE BUILDING COMMISSION: 
Back row, from left, John A. Whitehead, Executive 
Director; Philip L. Conklin; G. Richard Ellis; Jack 
E. Reich; Claude A. Gramelspacher; Paul R. Dunten. 
Front row, from left: Franklyn L. George; Lieutenant 
Governor Crawford F. Parker; Governor Harold W. 


Indiana State Office Building 


Handley; Attorney General Edwin K. Steers; and John 
McGurk. Mr. William H. Bell and Mr. Clarence A. 
Jackson, members of the Commission, are not pictured. 
Mr. Reich and Mr. Dunten, who are pictured, have 
since become past members of the Commission. 


THE 


J. 6. WILSON| 


Quality Rolling Closures 
SINCE 1876 


Rolling Service Doors 

* Rolling Grilles 

* Midget Slat Closures ( pictured ) 
* Sectionfold Overhead Doors 
Rolling Wood Closures 


Additional Information on all products 


available upon request by return mail. 


Suppliers of the Rolling Grilles and 


Steel Overhead Doors on the Indiana 


State Office Building. 


The J. С. Wilson Corp., P. ©. Box 599, Norfolk 1, Va. 
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View from Southwest, August 4, 1959 


View from Southwest, May 2, 1960 
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Indiana State 


Associated Architects: | 
Raymond S. Kastendieck & Associates 
Graham, Anderson Probst & White 


ffice Building канву | 
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View from Southwest, November 17, 1959 


View from Southeast, August 15, 1960 


General Contractor: 
Virginia Engineering Company, Inc. 


GRANITE 
FABRICATING 


AND 


SUPPLYING 


FOR 


Indiana State 


Office Building 


BEVEL GRANITE CO. 


11849 SOUTH KEDZIE 
CHICAGO 48, ILLINOIS 
BEverly 7-4718 


THe N.E.W. co. 


MASONRY RESTORATION 
WATERPROOFING 
CALKING—SEALING 


Exterior cleaning and pointing, window 
wall sealing, and expansion joint installa- 
tion on the new Indiana State Office 
Building. 


Authorized dealer applicator for P.R.C. 
(мо part Polysulfide Liquid Polymer 
Sealants and Coatings and Epoxy Coating 
and Patching materials. Premixed and re- 
frigerated materials. Rubber and Syn- 
thetic Foam packing. Air operated Semco 
Gun rental. 


LIBERTY 7-1580 5121 EAST 25th ST. 
INDIANAPOLIS 18, IND. 
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ELECTRICAL SUPPLIES 
AND EQUIPMENT 


ELECTRICAL 
CONSTRUCTION 


Electrical Contractors for the 
State Office Building 


1348 W. 16TH STREET 
ME 9-5561 
INDIANAPOLIS, IND. 


Branch Offices in 


Lafayette Marion Chicago 
South Bend Madison Memphis 
Anderson Muncie Louisville 


All Interior 
And Exterior 
Masonry 


WILLIAM T. GILL CO. 


Heavy Stone and 


Masonary Contractors 


DANVILLE, IND. 


(Continued) 


ы 7а ЧИНИ 


ше 


tes 
T-f 4 


727% 


7 
# 


Ап under-construction view of the mechanical worth of mechanical equipment. The equipment т- 
penthouse atop the State Office Building clearly cudes the 3,300 ton air conditioning plant, tempera- 
illustrates why this is the most useful penthouse in ture controls and air filters, elevator controls and other 
Indiana—with over one and a half million dollars mechanical necessities, 


HEATING, VENTILATING AND AIR CONDITIONING FOR 
THE NEW INDIANA STATE OFFICE BUILDING BY 


BOSTON, PITTSBURGH, COLUMBUS, O., CINCINNATI, INDIANAPOLIS 


MECHANICAL AND METALS CONTRACTORS SINCE 1901 
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Indiana State Office Building 


(Continued from Page 13) 


The completely modern bui!ding, of contemporary con- 
servative architecture, is being built at an extremely low 
cost per square foot, and through careful planning, design- 
ing, purchasing and contract awarding, the building with 
site improvements and furnishings will be completed with 
an approximate five million dollar surplus from the initial 
bond issue. This surplus can be used for an early retire- 
ment of the bonds. 

Site of the building offered many prob'ems, but was the 
most feasible area in which to construct the facilities. The 
State of Indiana already owned several pieces of land on 
the selected site, the valuation on the other existing build- 
ing was within reason, and the site was immediately adja- 
cent to the existing Statehouse. 

Тһе problems included not only the demolition of 56 
separate buildings in the area, but also the rerouting of a 
canal and a railroad. Almost one-fifth of the total cost 
of the building had to be charged to the purchase of land, 
demolition, and the moving of utilities. 

Some of the statistics on this building are interesting. 
More than 600,000 square feet of blueprints were required 
in the design of the structure; approximately 126,000 square 
feet of glass was used in the building's 2,000 windows. Over 
130 miles of electrical conduit have been installed—contain- 
ing over 1,600 miles of wire. 

Contractors on the project, in addition to Virginia En- 


READY MIXED CONCRETE 
CORPORATION 


ESTABLISHED 1931 


5 MODERN PLANTS IN 
MARION COUNTY 


RADIO DISPATCHED TRUCKS 


SERVING THE GENERAL CONTRACTOR 
ON THE NEW INDIANA STATE OFFICE 
BUILDING 


MAIN OFFICE—WAInut 5-5341 
DISPATCHER'S OFFICE—WAInut 3-2411 


gineering Company as general contractor, include: 

Tucker Stone Company, of Bloomington and Indianapolis, 
suppliers of the Indiana Limestone used on the facade. 

New Castle Products, Inc., of New Castle, Indiana, sup- 
pliers of the interior vinyl wall fabric. 

Hugh J. Baker & Company, Indianapolis, suppliers and 
erectors of all structural steel in the building. 

Limbach Company, Indianapolis, heating, ventilating and 
air conditioning contractors. 

J. G. Wilson Corporation, Norfolk, Virginia, suppliers of 
rolling grilles and steel overhead doors. 

R. B. Stout, Indianapolis, landscape engineers and con- 
tractors. 

W.F.B.M. Muzak, Indianapolis, public address facilities 
and functionally designed background music. 

Splendor of Indianapolis, suppliers of folding doors and 
partitions, 

R. H. Marlin, Indianapolis, demolition and excavating 
contractors. 

Ready Mixed Concrete Corporation, Indianapolis, concrete 
suppliers. 

Hatfield Electric Co., Inc., Indianapolis, electrical con- 
tractors. 

Bevel Granite Company, of Chicago, granit fabricators 
and suppliers. 

William T. Gill Company, of Danville, masonry contractor. 

Тһе М. Е. W. Company, Indianapolis, calking, sealing 
and waterproofing contractors. 

Central Indiana Hardware, Indianapolis, suppliers of all 
finishing hardware. 


R. H. MARLIN 


DEMOLITION 
EXCAVATING CONTRACTORS 
and EQUIPMENT RENTAL 


on the 
INDIANA STATE 
OFFICE BUILDING 


ST. 6-2430 


Finishing Hardware 
For State Office Building 


By 


SARGENT & CO. 


Furnished By 


Central Indiana Hardware 
Co., Inc. 


1134 E. 54th 
Indianapolis, Indiana 


CL. 3-6421 
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Cy “IT FOLDS” 


O len -door 
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Choice of ALUMINUM or STEEL 


Most practical, most durable, 
most usable, most economical. It 
offers great acoustical advan- 
tages; is fire resistant, easily in- 
stalled. Wide choice of beautiful, 
harmonizing decorator colors. 


SPLENDOR 
INDIANAPOLIS 


Folding Doors 


SAMUEL J. PICOT 


WAlnut 3-9667 
3508 GUILFORD AVENUE 
INDIANAPOLIS 


Structural, 
Steed, 


FOR THE 


INDIANA 
STATE OFFICE 
BUILDING 


...а Hugh J. Baker & Company 


project of fabrication and erection. 


Entrance Lobby. Structural steel—Indiana 
State Office Building, Indianapolis. 
Graham, Anderson, Probst and White 
and Raymond S. Kastendieck, 

Architects—Engineers, Associated. 
Virginia Engineering Company, Inc., 
General Contractor 


More than 500 tons of structural steel (all 
that is in the entire State Office Building 
project) were fabricated and erected by 
HUGH J, BAKER & COMPANY. This steel, 
used in the entrance lobby shown and on 
the penthouse, was required in longer than 
normal spans. For instance, the | beams 
supporting the penthouse roof some 200 
feet above ground level were more than 98 
feet long and weighed in excess of 6 tons 
each. This steel was fabricated in our Farns- 
worth Avenue plant, transported and erected 
by HUGH J. BAKER & COMPANY. 

Our facilities are continually being im- 
proved and expanded to provide for even 
better quality and assistance in “Serving 
Those Who Build." 


Hugh Baler 


& COMPANY 


602 WEST McCARTY STREET * MELROSE 6-2301 


INDIANAPOLIS 6, INDIANA 


BRANCH OFFICES: 


FORT WAYNE * EVANSVILLE * DECATUR, ILLINOIS 
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R. B. Stout 


Landscape 
Contractors 


Engineers 
Akron Л Ohio 
Industrial ) Р 
Public Works | Landscaping 
Residential ) 


INDIANA BRANCH 
10461 Woodlawn Dr. 
Indianapolis 20, Ind. 


МІ 6-5545 


Muzak’ 


Distributed Exclusively 


In the Heart of Indiana 


By 


WFBM 


1330 N. Meridian St. 


Indianapolis, Indiana 


ME 4-$521 


The Indiana 
State Office Building 
Presents the Largest 
Known Streamlined 
Louvered Penthouse 


and 


Cooling Tower 
Enclosure 


A28 Feet Long 
Without Mullions 


by 


LOUVER-LITE CORP. 
19-41-46th Street 
Long Island City, 5, N. Y. 


Represented by: 
V-H of Indiana 
FL: 9-1694 


Conference on Church Architecture 


A one-day conference on church architecture and build- 
ing will be held in Indianapolis on September 16th. The con- 
ference is being sponsored by the Indiana Council of 
Churches, the Indiana Society of Architects, and the De- 
partment of Church Building and Architecture of the Na- 
tional Council of the Churches of Christ in America. 

Location of this year's conference is the University 
Heights Evangelical United Brethern Church and Indiana 
Central College, Hanna Avenue at Otterbein, in Indianapo- 
lis. One of the outstanding features of the conference will 
be the exhibit of the Church Architectural Guild of America. 


Тһе purpose of the conference is to bring together all 
who are concerned with church building needs of their com- 
munion or their church. There will be a strong practical and 
local emphasis, as nationally recognized executives in church 
building and architecture offer their leadership. 

Invitations to attend this conference have been extended to 
state executives, pastors, Christian education directors 
and local church superintendents of Christian education, 
church building committees, and others interested in plan- 
ning, financing, and otherwise providing adequate facilities 
for worship, Christian education, and fellowship. 


PROGRAM OF THE CONFERENCE 
Friday, September 16, 1960 


MORNING SESSION 
9:00 Registration and Viewing of Exhibits. 


9:30 General Assembly: Тһе Rev. A. Glen O'Dell, D.D., 
Superintendent, Indiana Conference South E. U. B. 
Church, and Chairman, Division of Research and De- 
velopment, Indiana Council of Churches, presiding. 
Welcome: Dr. Russell J. Humbert, President, DePauw 
University and the Indiana Council of Churches. 
Introduction to the Conference: Dr. Grover L. Hart- 
man, Executive Secretary, the Indiana Council of 
Churches. 

Devotions: The Rev. Gerald L. Clapsaddle, D.D., Sup- 
erintendent, Indianapolis District, Methodist Church. 


9:45 Film, “А Place to Worship," in sound and color, by 
The American Institute of Architects. Comments by 
Alfred J. Porteous, A.LA., Architect. 


10:15 Address: “Ргераге Through Long Range Planning"— 
The Rev. Fred W. Michel, Director, Division of Re- 
search and Planning, Church Federation of Greater 
Indianapolis. Discussion. 


11:15 Recess. 


11:30 Panel: “Organizing to Build." 
Dr. E. F. Adcock, Director of Church Extension, 
Church of God, Anderson, Indiana. 
Charles J. Betts, AIA, Consulting Architect, Board of 
Church Extension of Disciples of Christ Church, In- 
dianapolis. 
The Rev. Edward S. Frey, Executive Director, De- 


partment of Church Architecture, United Lutheran 
Church in America, New York City. 

The Rev. Scott Turner Ritenour, Executive Director, 
Department of Church Building and Architecture, 
National Council of Churches. 


12:40 Luncheon ($1.25), Cafeteria of Indiana Central Col- 
lege. 


AFTERNOON SESSION 


1:30 Address: “From Belief to Program to Building"—The 
Rev. Edward S. Frey. 


2:15 WORKSHOPS (Choose one) 

A. Planning the Total Program for the Small Church 
Charles J. Betts, AIA. 

B. Financing the Building Program 
Fred E. Lietz, Executive Secretary, Church Exten- 
sion Department, Board for Missions, Lutheran 
Church, Missouri Synod. 

C. Building for Christian Education. 
The Rev. Scott Turner Ritenour. 

D. Building for Christian Worship 
The Rev. Edward S. Frey. 


3:45 Report from Workshops and Summary. 
4:15 Adjournment. 

Leaders of the Conference will be available for appoint- 
ment with ministers and building committees desiring to 


consult with them. Literature on church building will be on 
sale throughout the day. 
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Make the Buildings 
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Truly Modern — 


Е. E. GATES MARBLE 
& TILE CO. 


Dealers in— 


У MARBLE 
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V GRANITE 
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MARKWA TILE 


KENNETH D. EARL, General Manager 
5345 Winthrop Ave. 
CLifford 5-2434 


QUALITY 


FLUORESCENT LIGHTING 
FIXTURES 


ELECTRIC 
HEATING 


Clean - Safe - Flexible 


Check with your electric heating 
contractor, or your nearest office of 


PUBLIC SERVICE 
COMPANY OF INDIANA, INC. 
Good Low-Cost Electric Service to More 


Than 700 Communities in 69 Counties 
In Indiana 


FOR 
SCHOOLS 
OFFICES 
STORES 
FACTORIES 


LOUISVILLE 
LAMP CO., INC. 


LOUISVILLE 3, KENTUCKY 


FOR QUICK SERVICE 
CALL JU 7-6094 


INDIANA REPRESENTATIVE 


JOHN G. LEWE 
H. H. (SANDY) HOMAN 
MARIEMONT CENTER BLDG. 
ROOM 102 
CINCINNATI, 27, OHIO 
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Clash and Concert of Architectural Minds 


By ROBERT І. DURHAM, F.A.I.A. 


( Editor's Note: From time to time, THE INDIANA ARCHI- 
ТЕСТ is proud to reprint outstanding articles from other 
publications concerning architecture. This article by Mr. 
Durham, which appeared originally in the September, 1960, 
issue of PROTESTANT CHURCH magazine, is such an 
article. It is reprinted here through the cooperation and 
permission of PROTESTANT CHURCH and the author.) 


Recently, a group of American and European architects 
and clergymen met in historic Chateau de Bossey in Switz- 
erland, to discuss the lively subject of a church architec- 
ture for today. Architects came from Norway, Sweden, 
France, Italy, England, Belgium, Holland, Denmark, Switz- 
erland and the U. S. At times the animated discussions, car- 
ried on in several languages, reminded one of the Old Testa- 
ment Tower of Babel. The use of interpreters and ear 
phones made the dialogue intelligible to all participants, and 
gave the meeting a kind of United Nations flavor. 

The core of the conference discussions was succinctly 
stated by Rev. Marvin Halverson, of the Department of 
Worship and the Arts, National Council of Churches of 
Christ. “It is important," said he, “that the architect should 
begin a conversation with the congregation on how religious 
life can find its outward form in church buildings today, and 
how, on the other side, it can be manifested that the church 
building should be rooted in the whole of human life in so- 
ciety. A church building ought to be a symbolic expression 
of what the Christian congregation has received in faith 
and received again and again, and what it has to say and 
give to the world." 

With this introduction, and similar statements from 
other participants, it became evident that two great inter- 
national ideas were becoming fused together in pointing 
the direction for new Protestant church buildings. One is the 
new interest in the church as a community center in Euro- 
pean countries, and the other is the great attention being 
paid to liturgy as affecting design among architects and 
church builders in the United States. 

Following each of the several prepared discussions, there 
was an interesting and sometimes heated debate among 
the participants. There was agreement, however, that the 
difficulties in getting the architect and the congregation to 
come to grips with the subject seem to be universal. The 
need for patience on the part of the architect in working with 
building committees seemed to be an international require- 
ment, especially when the typical committee does not dis- 
play any great amount of basic knowledge in questions of 
architecture or on the nature of the church itself. Someone 
has said, “А camel is a horse designed by a building com- 
mittee.” 


The participants agreed that to consult with an archi- 
tect is sometimes no less difficult, since in many cases he 
does not know much about the real meaning of the church 
and is not interested in getting involved in a discussion of 
this subject. In Holland, to the contrary, it was reported that 
there are courses for architects in which they can become 
familiar with the questions of concern to a congregation. 
Rather than dealing with technical questions only, accent 
is here put on the congregational liturgy, defined as ‘‘the 
whole of Christian worship in whatever form it takes place 
and is concerned with Epiphany, with the invisible becoming 
visible, the inaudible audible, and the inarticulate articulate. 
The congregation entering into the quietness before God 
from the restlessness of the day is to be prepared again for 
being sent out into the world. It is the task of the architect 
to seize these happenings and represent them by architec- 
tural means." 

Interspersed with these discussions were prepared state- 
ments given to groups of architects. For example, a group 
representing England, Norway, Holland, Scotland, Germany 
and the United States were asked to deal with such ques- 
tions as: 

1. Does the role of the congregation in a Protestant 
church inhibit the creative work of the architect? 

2. How can the church building relate corporate worship 
to daily work? 

3. To what extent do building materials possess an au- 
tonomy which dictates the character of the building? 

4. Does the architect need to be a church member? 

Replies to these questions varied greatly. Professor Ric- 
ci, architect of Florence, Italy, spoke with nostalgia of the 
church of the Middle Ages. “Тһе church at that time was 
everything. It was a place where a man in despair could 
hide and find himself again. The church was a place where 
the old could chat, and in the church people sought shelter 
from the heat outside. Children played in front of the church 
and lovers met each other there. In short, the church was 
really Church. That is to say, the house of men where they 
could meet with God. But what about today? Today the 
church is only the church on Sunday." 

In quite another spirit, Dutch architect Srjmons stated in 
his paper that there are strong efforts on the part of many 
architects in his country to view a church building in the 
light of the central needs of parish life. He stated that the 
whole problem of church architecture is essentially a prob- 
lem of form—of architectural and liturgical form—both be- 
ing inseparably fused. The essential need of our time is to 
return to the simple basic truths, to preach the church’s 


(Continued on Page 27) 
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message in the simplest terms, and to express it in tangi- 
ble form through visual art. 

In all, the main emphasis is on the sermon and so, dur- 
ing the last decade, there has been a lot of argument about 
the position of the pulpit in the church. Some people think 
that the place of honor should be given to the communion 
table. Mr. Srjmons pointed out that in a large church in 
Holland 80 to 100 worshippers must surround the communion 
table, since communion is actually celebrated by the com- 
municants sitting at a table rather than kneeling at a com- 
munion rail or taking communion in the pew. 

Baptism is becoming more central in the church and 
more attention is being paid to the organ and to the facili- 
ties for music. Each of the liturgical functions might be held 
in a different part of the church so that the congregation 
will not just sit in the pews and listen, they can become par- 
ticipants. 

Architecture is the art of using space. What is needed 
today, said our Dutch friend, is a new use of space which 
does not cling to historic forms. In the new architecture, 
plastic art will play its role, but will not degenerate into 
mere decoration, since it will have a liturgical function. 

Following some days of such animated debate as we 
have been referring to, it is evident that there was a meeting 
of minds on the many aspects of church buildings for the 
church of today. The members of the conference, not con- 
tent with debate, then took to the highways to have a good 
look at the church buildings of Europe. First in the line of 
march was the famous church of Audincourt, France. The 
architecture is quite ordinary, but the mosaic on the facade 
and the stained glass on the interior have brought a steady 
Stream of visitors to the town. Much of the glass was de- 
signed by the famous modern painter, Legar. He produced 
a series of abstract scenes in “glass in cement" running 
around the top of the unbroken walls. It was very inter- 
esting to go from one small group to another and hear the 
comments and questions raised. ‘‘What do you think of it?" 
"It's wonderful," said one. “It’s bad," said another. “I 
like the glass but I don't like the church," was another 
comment. 

From Audincourt we went to Ronchamp to view Notre 
Dame de Haupt, the controversial church designed by 
LeCorbusier. The Italian architect, Ricci, knew one of the 
priests who took us inside the roof construction. This gave 
us a very intimate understanding of what the architect had 
attempted. Many of our group said that LeCorbusier had 
built this church purely as an architect. Others were 
equally emphatic in maintaining that he had carefully 
acquainted himself with the nature of Catholic liturgy. All 
agreed, however, that the result was really a church in 
which the liturgy of the congregation has already become a 
reality in the building itself. 

On the following day, Sunday, we toured a number of 


the churches of Basel, Switzerland. And what a “dissecting” 
company our party turned out to be. Each church was 
taken apart, orally, piece by piece, in six different lan- 
guages. Illustrations could be found for all the problems 
mentioned in our previous discussions, particularly the 
contact lacking between the architect and the congregation. 
This was obvious from the fact that the interior of many 
churches, apparently, had become nothing short of con- 
cert halls. 

We saw demonstrated in an impressive way that mate- 
rial such as concrete and glass are very capable of estab- 
lishing for congregational liturgy the exact kind of room the 
church needs. There are many examples of questionable 
ways of incorporating other branches of art in church ar- 
chitecture. In these instances the art had not really been 
assimilated. This evoked the comment, ‘Churches аге 
not intended to be art museums." АП agreed that the art 
should be an integral part of the church and not merely 
decoration. 

From our days spent together, it is evident that as much 
as we agreed about common international problems fac- 
ing church architects, there were vast differences among 
our methods of practicing architecture. 

For example, in Norway, large churches are paid for 
by the State, and smaller churches are subsidized by the 
towns. The typical church in Norway is Lutheran, while in 
western Norway there are Methodist, Congregational, Pres- 
byterian, and other denominations. We found that most 
churches are used by older people. Committee members 
are, therefore, elderly persons. Plans must be reviewed 
by a bureau. 

Some of our group felt that many of the best new 
churches are in Denmark, and while those in Finland are 
dramatic, they are “more to look at than to worship in." 

Sunday school is usually held in the nave except in the 
small towns, where it is in the social room. This room is 
also used during the week by the women of the church to 
make articles for church bazaars and so on. 

In France, Protestants number only about seven per cent 
of the population. In the past, so we are told, the Protestant 
Church had been persecuted and, as a consequence, did 
not, in days gone by, wish to attract attention to itself. Such 
conditions no longer obtain and the new churches are be- 
ginning to become more striking and significant in their 
architecture. 

In Holland, there are many new housing projects and 
à great need for new churches. Here, some subsidy is giv- 
en to assist congregations in building needed new churches. 

In Switzerland and Scandinavia, most churches are 
designed under our system of competition, and the best 
solution to the problem is given the contract for designing 
the building in question. Usually, the jury which selects the 
best submission consists of four architects and two laymen, 
with the result that the congregation has little or no part 
in the planning or acceptance of the plans and design. This 
procedure is also followed for the Reformed Church in 
France, and for many churches in Germany. Perhaps this 
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is the reason why the lady at the registration desk in one 
of the hotels in Switzerland said. "Oh, are you the archi- 
tects who designed those horrible modern churches?" 

The practice of architecture would obviously differ 
greatly between the system of competition in Europe and 
the complete lack of it for church design in America. One 
of the greatest contrasts, we found, is the fact that the 
European Protestant Church is attended by five to seven 
per cent of its membership while the average attendance 
in America has risen from 40 to 60 per cent in the last few 
years. It seems evident that a great lesson could be learned 
here by Americans, if we can be persuaded that attendance 
becomes smaller as the subsidizing of a church becomes 
larger. Apparently, people respect ‘only what they must 
work for and pay for themselves. 

The discussions carried on during our tour of church 
buildings continued after our return to Bossey. It was gen- 
erally agreed that the architect should, preferably, not be 
a specialist in church buildings alone, as this might easily 
lead him “to lose contact with the world." If he builds 
nothing but churches, he may get to the point of no longer 
conceiving the church building in the concept of the whole 
town. Participants agreed further on the point that the 
church building must, in some way, be inviting and open if 
it is to take into account the purpose of the church. It was 
unanimously stated that it was high time for Protestant 
churches to be kept open to the public at all times. 

Discussions inevitably came back to the problem of 
the freedom of the architect which he must claim for his 
task. There seem to be an international plea on the part of 
the architects to “let the church choose а good architect and 
let the architect be the architect." However, it was stated 
that the good architect should become completely involved 
in his task and that everything should be done to let the 
architect himself live with the Christian congregation so 
that he can create his work out of the conversation on 
church building that is to go on between him and the con- 
gregation. The hope was expressed that this would give the 
opportunity to overcome a fruitless separation between the 
religious and the secular. 

The conference regarded it as a great task to try with all 
efforts to create a better understanding and better condi- 
tions among young theologians and congregations for fruit- 
ful dialogue between architect and congregation. 

The last part of the conference dealt with the question of 
the architect and the artist. Professor Stephen Hirzel of 
Germany, editor of Kunst and Kirche, pointed out that if 
artists in other fields are to take part in the building of 
churches, then their works ought not to be regarded as 
something additional and decorative but something that 
should fit in organically within the whole of the architectural 
plan as conceived by the architect. 

In this new co-operation between architect and artist, it 
was felt that caution should be exercised; otherwise, the 


improvement in genuine architecture may be lost once again. 
One danger, to be noted, arises from the insistence on the 
part of pastors and congregation for decorations which are 
the choice of those who have little understanding of art 
and are the product of second-rate artists. The church 
building, which is impressive in itself, loses much of its 
good effect through the introduction of poor, second-rate 
additions of art. 

Some pastors are so enthusiastic about art that they 
hastily try to make up the time lost by the church with re- 
gard to modern art. Successful cooperation is insured only if 
the architect knows that the artist working with him is 
ready and able to adapt his ideas to the general plan of the 
building as a whole. The congregation sometimes imagines 
that a painter who is pious and a regular churchgoer is 
bound to be a great artist. 

"If the architect wants to avoid weak compromises,” 
stated Professor Hirzel, “he has the following possibilities. 
He can give up the idea of finding an artist who will co-op- 
erate with him and carry out his ideas himself, as Corbusier 
did at Ronchamp. He can convince the pastor and the con- 
gregation that it is more advisable to do without decorative 
additions and simply keep to pure architecture for the time 
being or he can convince the church that the artist whom 
he himself proposes is the right one to employ. To achieve 
any one or all of these ends is sometimes more difficult 
than moving mountains.” 

Meanwhile, it might be well for the church to realize 
that it “need not be completed all at once, down to the 
last detail. It should be planned in detail, but the comple- 
tion may run over a period of years. In the Middle Ages, it 
took centuries to complete a cathedral. This did not pre- 
vent it from being used for services as soon as the chancel 
was finished. It would be a good thing if modern congrega- 
tions had a little of this patience." 

At the conclusion of the conference, the committees 
were busy pulling together the important points to which 
the discussion had led. These might well be summarized 
as follows: 

l. Scientific progress and materials of today and new 
ways of thought and living do not invalidate the ageless 
message of Christianity. Life today is calling the church 
into the common life of man away from the enclosed sanc- 
tuary to witness in his daily work. This may create new 
forms of Christian community life which will lead to ex- 
pression in church buildings which will represent the 
thinking of modern man. 

2. A serving and not the dominating role of the church 
should be kept in mind. This can be expressed in the build- 
ing but also in the way the building is related to the town 
plan. The church building should not be a venture in per- 
sonal expression, a monument to the architect, or merely a 
sensuously satisfying design achievement. 

4. The church must take account of the need of modern 
Society through the use of community centers, such as a 
worship center in a housing project or a chapel in an in- 
dustrial factory. 
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5. The selection of an architect for a church need not be 
on the basis of formal membership in the Christian com- 
munity or prior experience in the church's problems. (This 
brought out some heated discussion.) Good architecture is 
the essential and the best architects are the men of imagi- 
nation, energy and artistic integrity who аге willing to 
serve the church as ab!y as they do other clients. Properly 
run architectural competitions help churches in making the 
right choice of an architect, since the church must speak 
to the world as well as to itself. (This also led to some 
divergent opinions.) 

6. A good church building is normally the finished work 
of a single designer. The congregation has the obligation 
to brief the architect fully. Throughout the briefing process, 
the church must leave the designer free to speak his mind 
and do his work. Good churches are never built by com- 
mittees, but by skilled men. Let the architect be the archi- 
tect. 

7. The architect should understand his client's needs in 
all its aspects and endeavor to fulfill that need through the 
medium of architecture which he produces. 

8. A dialogue must continue between church and archi- 
tect, and in this dialogue the church should not insist upon 
the right to make artistic decisions. (This would be hard 
for some building committees.) The architect, for his part, 
must endeavor to serve the purpose of the church. 

9. The substance of this conversation is the work and 
life of the church as a community with a mission and a 
living message to the modern world. 

10. The place of worship should help the congregation to 
act corporately in the praise and service of God. Design 
must avoid distraction so as to focus attention on the wor- 
ship and its expression through symbols of the church build- 
ing. The fixing of the mind upon God is a corporate and 
active undertaking of the church. Scientific, theological and 
architectural studies of this problem should be conducted 
by churches, through the bringing together of specialists 
within the growing agreement on the nature of worship in 
the ecumenical movement. 

11. Fine art in the church should not be understood as 
something additional or merely decorative but as an organic 
part of the architecture, arising from the work and wor- 
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ship of the church. The church must not be a museum of 
fine arts or architectural relics. The highest standard of 
industrial design achieved in everyday life should be ap- 
plied to the furnishings of the church, including all the 
minor arts such as printing, posters and fabrics. 

12. Church 


committees and congregations need to be educated in the 


authorities, theological students, building 
meaning of contemporary architecture by literature, ex- 


hibitions, filmstrips, and other means and, similarly, 
churches must educate their architects. 

13. The churches pray for the unity of the world. Let 
those who erect our buildings work toward this end. If we 
put away the habits and patterns which represent unessen- 
tial differences between the churches, if we provide build- 
ings which meet the purpose of the Christian community 
in today’s world, we may find that in tomorrow’s world 
we will, indeed, be a truer Christian community, broad 
enough to encompass the differences which should and 


will remain. 


Student Awarded 
Rome Fellowship 


Michael Graves, 25 year old student in architecture, and 
his wife, Gail, both former residents of Indianapolis, will 
sail from New York on September 22 to Rome, Italy. Mr. 
Graves has been awarded a Rome Prize Fellowship by the 
American Academy in Rome. 

Each year the Academy offers a limited number of 
these fellowships to students and artists capable of inde- 
pendent work in architecture, landscape architecture, music- 
al composition, painting, sculpture, history of art and clas- 
sical studies. The awards are given on evidence of ability 
and achievement and are open to citizens of the United 
States for one year beginning October Ist with the option 
of a year’s renewal. 

Mr. Graves attended the University of Cincinnati and 
received a Bachelor of Science in Architecture degree in 
1958, at which time he also was the recipient of the Ohio 
Society of Architects Award for the ‘‘Outstanding Graduate 
in Architecture." He received a Masters degree from Har- 
vard last year. 
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